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cellaneous articles, mostly of fancy work
contributed gratuitously, in the furtherance
of some charitable or other purpose.
BEACH, bex (1877- ), a popular
American writer of stories that abound in
lively action and vivid description. He was
born at Atwood, Mich., and was educated
for the law. Finding himself a successful
magazine contributor, he abandoned the
law and made a name for himself as a writer
of adventure stories. One of his early books,
The Spoilers, a dashing tale of life in Alaska,
fully established his reputation, and was
followed by such popular books as The
Barrier, Going Some, The Silver Horde, The
Ne'cr-dQ-Wdl, The Iron Trail, The Auction
Block, Heart of the Sunset and 07?, Shoot!
Some at' these were dramatized for the
moving-picture stage with marked success.
BEA'CONSFIELD, earl Off. See Dis-
kaklt, bkx.tamin.
BEAGLE, "be'gl, a small hound, formerly
kept to hunt hares, now displaced by the har-
rier, which sometimes is called beagle. The
beagle is smaller than the harrier, compactly
built and smooth-haired.
BEAM, a long, straight and strong piece
of wood, iron or steel, used generally in an
important place in a structure to support a
weight The term has several applications:
<1) In a balance it is the part from the
ends of which tho scales are suspended.
 (2)	In a loom it is a cylindrical piece of
wood on which weavers wind the warp before
weaving; also, the cylinder on which the cloth
is rolled as it Js woven.
 (3)	In a ship it Is one of the strong- trans-
verse pieces stretching1 across from one side to
the other to support the decks and retain the
sides at their proper distance; a ship is said
to be on her beam ends when lying- over on
her side.
 (4)	In a plow, the beam is the main piece
to which the plow  tails are fixed, and by
which the plow Is drawn.
BEAU, the seed of a number of annual
plants that vary in form of growth from
vines to short, stocky shrubs, and furnish
mankind with a well-liked and nutritious
vegetable (see A#HtJA&s). Beans are borne
in pods and are of many different sizes,
shapes arid colors* All come from butterfly-
shaped flowers. The U&my bean of Europe
is the common bean of the United States and
Canada, and many varieties of it are cul-
tivated. Among these is the navy bean, used
in preparing that most popular of New Eng-
distal—"''Boston baked beans."
 Certain varieties of beans having tender,
fleshy pods are grown in gardens and on
truck farms for the pods, which are placed
on the market as string beans. Other varie-
ties such as the cranberry and lima beans, are
harvested and used before the seeds are ripe.
The lima bean is grown in large quantities in
California, where it is either canned or dried
before marketing. Another variety, the soy
bean, is a common food in Japan and China,
and has recently become important in the
United States. Mexicans consume large
quantities of a small dark-colored bean known
as the frijole.
Beans are a very important food because
of their high percentage of protein. Baked
beans very well take the place of a meat dish,
even for the heaviest meal of the day. Navy
beans form one of the staple army foods,
since they represent a maximum of nutriment
in proportion to the cost. Like the pea, also
a pod-hearing plant, the bean belongs to the
pulse family, or leguminous plants (which
see; see, also, illustration, in botany).
Beans flourish best in a rich soil having a
good proportion of clay but not a great
amount of moisture. The plants are very
tender and are injured by the lightest frost;
therefore the seed should not be sown until
all danger from frost has passed.
file_0.wmf

file_1.wmf


I EAR, a large shaggy beast
of prey closely allied to
the dog in structure and
having many features in
common with the badgers,
weasels and skunks.
General Description.
Bears have massive heads,
extended narrow jaws
and large teeth. The
body appears more bulky
than it really is, because
of the looseness of the
skin, the length of the
coarse fur, the stumpy
tail and the comparative
	shortness   of   the   legs.
The limbs are furnished with long and power-
ful claws for use in digging, fighting and
climbing trees. The senses of hearing and
smell are very well developed. Bears are
clumsy in their movements; yet they can run
rapidly, and most of them climb trees or
scramble over rocks with remarkable speed.
They usually make their home in some cave
or crevice among rocks, or in hollow trees*

